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I’m writing this month’s newsletter introduction on the Monday following a very 

tiring but enjoyable Classic Tour, 200 miles in total is a long way in an 

Austin Healey Sprite! There is more about this event later but firstly 

a huge thank you to Derrick Wallbank for organising a great show at 

Himley Hall on Sept 1st. Not only did we have good weather and a great 

position in the park, but we were awarded ‘Best Club Stand’ by the 

organisers and Pete Hubball won ‘Pride of Ownership’ with his 

immaculate Ford Escort RS. We had a total of 14 cars on display  

including one of our youngest members, my Nephew Luke,  

who brought along his shiny Saxo accompanied by his  

personal detailer and mate Jake Gaunt who not only 

made sure it looked its best all day but also acted  

as our official club photographer at the end for our group photo.  

 

The glorious weather also 

brought out Paul & Chris 

Moran with their lovely 

Ferrari 328 GTS so with all 

these shiny cars on our stand 

it meant that the smell of 

polish outdid the smell of 

suntan lotion for a change at 

this time of year!  

 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Our next and final planned OMC Classic outdoor display of 2019 

is on 20th October at the annual ‘Autumn Leaves Running Day’ 

at Aston Manor Road Transport Museum in Aldridge. 

I know this will again be very popular, so I suggest you arrive 

early as there is always limited parking here as other classic 

cars tend join us outside. As usual there will be free bus rides 

on a variety of routes around the area.  

-------------------------------------------------- 



A few more photos from a great show at the Himley Show  

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

At the time of going to press Derrick Wallbank’s lovely 1981 Cortina Ghia 

Automatic is still for sale, his advert reads “Genuine car never been restored but 

would benefit from a respray now. Engine just been 

fully serviced including new head gasket, cam belt, 

water pump, Electronic ignition. new water and fuel 

hoses. new rear brake shoes and wheel cylinders 

and new brake fluid. 5 new tyres. Lots of history 

including most MOTs. A bargain at £7,500 “ 

------------------------------------------------ 

Our 60th Anniversary and Christmas party will be held on Wednesday 18th 

December at Great Barr Golf Club, Chapel Lane, Walsall, B43 7BA. (7.30pm for 

8.00pm start). We have decided to have a joint celebration along with our annual 

Christmas party as the club was formed in December 1959 and we have guest 

speaker, Neville Hay, who will do a presentation on Rubery Owen and their 

involvement with the BRM motor racing team. 

The buffet will be prepared by the golf club restaurant and it will be a ticket 

only event due to us having to know how may to cater for on the night. 

Tickets are £5 each to club members (only 2 tickets per member) and £15 each 

for non-members and these are available from Clare Jennings and Derrick 

Wallbank. We advise you to book ASAP as this is going to be a popular evening.  

 

Finally, our AGM is on Wednesday October 23rd and will be held at our HQ 

Calderfields Golf Club, Aldridge Road, Walsall in the Lakeview Restaurant. 

Please be there for 8.30pm for a 9.00pm Start. 

                           -------------------------------------------- 

 

To celebrate our 60th year we have had a limited edition 

of new car stickers printed (85mm diameter). 

These are none adhesive for the inside of your 

windscreen and are available from Anton or me at the 

bargain price of two for £1-00. 

---------------------------------------- 

 



 

Here are just a few photo’s showing the varied selection of cars that took part 

in our ‘Tony Matthews Classic Tour’ on Sunday 15th September. A fantastic day 

covering a total of 100 miles with breath-taking scenery and brilliant roads. The 

above photos were taken by me, David Yorke & Anton Bird.  

Anton took lots of pictures during the day and should anyone like one of their car 

then please e-mail him at antonbird@talktalk.net with your car details, comp 

number & reg number.  

  
After 3 years being on the organising team for the ‘Tony Matthews Classic Tour’ 

Elaine and I decided to step down this year and just go back to enjoying taking 

part, which we did very much. Leaving the Shrewsbury start venue at 9.36am we 

headed off towards the Long Mynd refreshment halt on the first leg of this 

scenic tour. The second leg then took us into the valley of the West Onny River 

and then through some glorious countryside to Church Stretton and lunch break 

at Acton Scott Historic Farm. 

Suitably refreshed, legs three & four weaved through the Shropshire Hills of 

Wenlock Edge, Bridgnorth, Clee Hills before finally ending at the Ludlow Food 

Centre for a nice welcoming hot meal. We had a very enjoyable day with breath 

taking scenery, sunny weather and no problems with Elaine’s hard-working Austin 

Sprite apart from a loose exhaust bracket and a slight timing adjustment (thanks 

Robbo). The 100-mile tour used a lot of the lovely twisty minor roads that rally 

drivers used in the glory days of ‘road rallying’ back in the 1960’s. 

Our total Sunday mileage was just over 200 miles, well done and thanks to all the 

organisers, marshals & officials….same next year? 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
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------------------------------------------------------------ 

There are still copies available of this excellent publication 

written by Anton Bird for Owen Motoring Club`s 60th 

anniversary year.  It covers events from 1960 through to our 

years at Weston Park.  

Copies of the book are available through the author 

(antonbird@talktalk.net) at £10.00 for members or £12.50 

for non-members & additional copies.               

Cash or cheque payable to Owen Motoring Club Ltd. 

--------------------------------------------------- 

2019 OMC Classic & General Classic Calendar  
(Red denotes events we are having a club stand at) 

OCTOBER 

6th Tour of Kent (HRCR) 

12th Curborough Breakfast Meet 

13th Ludlow Classic Tour (HRCR) 

20th Aldridge Transport Museum 

 

NOVEMBER 

2nd Autumn Leaves Tour (HRCR)  

8/9/10th    Lancaster Insurance 

Classic Motor Show, with Discovery 

at the NEC  

  martinparkes518@btinternet.com 
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