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Welcome to a rather busy April edition of the newsletter, I hope that everyone
is managing to self-isolate during these difficult times and catching up on all those
jobs that they have been putting off for years! As suspected 2020 is not looking
good for classic car shows and motorsport in general. The article from Dave Lucas
about his restored 1956 Berkeley has been put back (sorry Dave) till May as David
Yorke offered me an excellent photo report on the VSCC’s ‘John Harris Trial’.
This took place on 7/3/020 and as usual David managed to get some good photos
for you to enjoy.
I sincerely hope we might be able to get together with our classics towards the
middle/end of the year, but I won’t put money on it yet!
---------------------------------------------Lichfield ‘Cars in the Park’ organisers e-mailed DW with the following
St Chad Rotary Club has organised Rotary Cars in the Park, a popular classic car show with
entertainment for all the family, for the past 20 years in Beacon Park, on the first full weekend
in July each year. Clearly, the COVID-19 Coronavirus situation and all the important isolation and
social distancing measures in place put this year’s event at significant risk of disruption.
It is unprecedented and uncertain times. We very much hope for conditions to improve in time
for Rotary Cars in the Park to take place as scheduled on 4-5th July 2020. However, this is totally
dependent on the COVID-19 situation with factors outside of our control. For the time-being, we
are going to continue planning for Rotary Cars in the Park on 4-5th July, in some form, so that if
conditions permit and it is feasible and safe to do so, we will have the option to proceed. We will
also prepare to make alternative arrangements /decision if necessary. We intend to keep you
updated as appropriate of any change in this position and, at the very latest, by the end of May
2020.

-------------------------------------------Clarion Events have rescheduled the dates for the ‘Practical Classics Classic Car
& Restoration Show with Discovery’ This show is now planned for 7/ 8/ 9th August
at the NEC in Birmingham. I will be notified of any change in this news.
----------------------------------------------

Marion Hawkins, Secretary to the Canwell Show, e-mailed me the to say that
because of the ongoing crisis, the decision has been made to cancel this year’s
Canwell Show on the 8th August. I have accepted their invitation to book us in
for the 2021 show on 7th August.
------------------------------------------------In case you haven’t seen it MSUK issued the following statement on 24th March
In light of recent developments in the COVID-19 crisis, and following the address to the nation
by the Prime Minister on the evening of 23rd March, Motorsport UK has today extended its
suspension of all organising permits and Certificates of Exemption for motorsport events until at
least 30th June. This move provides clear guidance to event organisers, venues, competitors,
officials and volunteer marshals of the role that Motorsport UK must play in supporting the
broader UK public health agenda. In recent days the feedback from our members and the
community was a need for increased clarity to allow them to plan appropriately and, should the
need arise, put in place necessary contingency measures.

------------------------------------------------------Our friends at the Aldridge Transport Museum (AMRTM) have had their 4-wheel
car trailer stolen during the night. Please keep a look out for it and if seen contact
the police, me or Martin Fisher on martinjfisher@care4free.net

----------------------------------------------This year’s Goodwood ‘Festival of Speed’ which was due to take place on 10/11/12th
July has been postponed to later in the year. Most likely it will happen late
summer or early autumn and of course any pre-booked tickets will remain valid
for the new date. The Goodwood Revival dates are still September 11/12/13th.
----------------------------------------The organisers of the Historic Rally Festival which
was due to take place on 6th & 7th June have now
postponed it due to the current COVID-19
Pandemic.
The new dates will be 24th & 25th October 2020.
Tickets already purchased will be transferred to
the new date. Famous rallying stages will return to
Weston Park on Sunday 25th October and will feature Group B rally cars, the
fastest, most powerful and most sophisticated rally cars ever built which were
banned from competitive racing in 1986.
-----------------------------------------------

I have been looking at the numerous very good photo’s that were taken during
our Weston Park Rally weekend and I have put links to these on our Facebook
Page. Here is a selection of a few my favourites to help lighten the mood.

--------------------------------------------------Found these whilst browsing the internet during lockdown!

-----------------------------------------------------------

VSCC JOHN HARRIS TRIAL: 7 MARCH 2020
© David Yorke 2020
The VSCC’s John Harris Trial, previously known as the ‘Derbyshire’ trial, is almost invariably held on
the first Saturday in March and is one of the annual ‘must-see’ events for those who enjoy this most
British form of off-road motor sport. It is the first of two long-standing classic trials that are held annually
in Derbyshire, the other being the Motor Cycle Club’s (MCC’s) Edinburgh Trial held on another first
Saturday, this being in October.
My particular interest in this branch of motor sport stems from participation in Land Rover trials within
the East Midlands which use arguably more challenging sections to test four-wheel drive capabilities
yet adopt much the same principles.
Over the fifty years of competing, marshalling or spectating on these events, some former classic
venues and sections have been lost, sometimes from greater pressures from other activities within the
Peak District National Park rather than full-time residents. The types of vehicles used have also
changed. Whereas 3-litre Bentleys, Vauxhall 30/98s and Sunbeams once used to take to the Derbyshire
hills, they now seem to remain in their garages whilst their owners use Austin Sevens and Model A
Fords from their stable for trialling instead. Besides, some of the replacement sections now being used
are probably less suitable for the longer wheelbase vehicles. Such larger vehicles as there are now
seem to be less expensive models that originated from North America.
With the heavy rain just before the event, recent flooding within the Derwent Valley and a potential
pandemic emanating from China, it was wondered if the 2020 John Harris Trial would actually manage
or be allowed to go ahead. Thankfully, it did, being one of the last before the curtailment of motor sport
for the time being.
Some bunching of competitors had cause unfortunate delays on previous trials so the VSCC now
designates start and finish sections for every vehicle. This offers the chance of seeing each car before
the lunch break that is a tradition at most VSCC events. With every section being open from 0900hrs,
one can now take in a half day’s spectating then go for a pub lunch over which the visiting other hills
thereafter can be considered.
So the big questions are where the best spectating opportunities are and where to find lunch.
Previously, the sections near Clough Wood and Dudwood Farm have been favourites but experience
suggested that the former might prove impassable and spectator parking at both could be challenging.
However, Calton Lees on the edge of Chatsworth Park had never been visited before so could offer
some new interesting opportunities. The ‘Grouse and Claret’ in Rowsley would be relatively local and
could provide lunch besides being on the way to two new sections near Middleton-by-Youlgreave if
that’s what we chose to do.
Five of us eventually assembled around 0900hrs the Calton Lees car park before a decent walk to the
first section named Ranch. This was quite a long one for which the main challenges would be making
a decent start on what was initially wet grass, maintaining traction on a long climb before ending with a
kink and a steep ascent to the finish.

The 1938 Allard Tailwagger 2 uses its 3850cc V8 power to blast away from the start of the Ranch section

Another section nearby was Mirk’s Run which was rougher and used a rutted track disturbed in parts
by logging operations and again having a steeper ascent just before the finish. If one had the power,
the section should prove cleanable. The other three sections in this group were just too far away to
make the walk worthwhile.

A 1921 1096cc GN Sports climbs Mirk’s Run with little problem. Note Chatsworth House in the background.

Over lunch at the Grouse and Claret, which was also frequented by some competitors, the group
decided to go to Middleton to see more of the trail, after which each would disperse homewards. Both
tests were in a wood, of which the first, Rake Wood 1, was very much like those from my Land Rover
trialling days in requiring careful manoeuvring between trees and a near 45o ascent with a 90o turn to
the finish.

A 1928 Morris Oxford Special fails to complete the last part of Rake Wood 1. Just one hill observer was used
to ensure consistency when judging whether the front axle was over the yellow markers.

Competitors were not permitted any pre-inspections of Rake Wood 2 where, after a difficult and slippery
start, the route meandered between trees barely a car’s width apart.

A modified 1928 Chrysler 75 threads its way between the trees of Rake Wood 2 near Middleton.

The day showed that driving skill, delicate throttle control and knowledge of appropriate tyre pressures
can produce decent results. By being able to stand so close to the action, much can be learnt by
studying the various styles of 100 crews tackling a particular section. One rally driver in our group has
never seen a classic trial before but thoroughly enjoyed the experience. All one can now hope is that
motor sport will be permitted to return shortly and the MCC manages to put on the Edinburgh Trial in
October. If so, the main problem then will be to find and decide somewhere for lunch….

Might hats, ponchos and facemasks become MSUK requirements for post coronavirus motor sport?

---------------------------------------------------------

2020 Preliminary OMC/Local Classic Car Show Calendar
(Red denotes events we have or are hoping to have a club stand at and all dates are now
provisional depending upon the Government Announcements together with MSUK)

JULY
4/5th Llangollen Transport Festival
5th
Middleton Hall Classics
th
5
Lichfield Cars in the Park
th
11
Curborough B/Fast Meet
th
26
New Hall Mill
AUGUST
2nd Middleton Hall Classics
7/8/9th NEC Restoration Show
8th Curborough B/Fast Meet
31st Oakamoor @ Curborough
SEPTEMBER
6th SVR Classic Car Day
6th Middleton Hall Classics

6th Himley Hall Show
12th Curborough B/Fast Meet
13th Tony Matthews Tour (HRCR)
20th Ernest Owen PCT
OCTOBER
4th Middleton Hall Classics
10th Curborough B/Fast Meet
18th Bright Sparks Auto-solo
18th Aldridge Transport Museum
25th Historic Rally Fest (Weston Pk)
NOVEMBER
13/14/15th NEC Classic Show

2021 Preliminary OMC/Local Classic Car Show Calendar
AUGUST

8th

Canwell Show

martinparkes518@btinternet.com

