(November/December 2020 - Issue No. 71 & 72)
Welcome to the final newsletter of this very strange year, let us hope this
forthcoming vaccine proves to be a winner and that 2021 will be back to the good
old days. Normally at this time of the year I would be too busy to compile this
newsletter as I would be collating and arranging everything for our annual visit to
the NEC and the Classic car Show which I love organising and attending. Here are
a few reminders of past NEC shows which we have been attending since 2000.

2014

2017

2015

2016

2018

2019

2014 was the first year I was partially involved then 2015 we had a surprise
exhibit of a BRM racing car. This looked great and created a lot of interest,
especially its ‘bacon slicer’ rear brake, the downside of this meant that Kevin
Robinson had to leave his Rally Samba at home but I made certain it was on display
the following year where our stand was once again in a good position. Our stand in
2017 was not in a very good position and hence didn’t receive many visitors, then
in 2018 we were near the entrance of a new hall with lots of passing trade but I
felt it lacked the show atmosphere of the other halls. Then for our anniversary
year we had the best position ever and our new date/new logo boards and club
banner mounted high above the gazebo really stood out and had three busy days.
------------------------------------------------

Most of you probably know or know of this fella. If you don’t then
he is the club’s hard working marshal, Curborough commentator
and ‘Quarry Bonk’ legend Paul Langford who is also one of the
stars of ‘Black Country Radio’ which is available on 102.5 FM,
DAB, and on-line. What you may not know is that Paul had a really
bad time back in 2018 after being diagnosed with prostate
cancer and then had to endure a gruelling seven weeks of radiotherapy before
finally getting the all clear in 2019. This month is known as ‘Movember’ and Paul is
taking part to raise money whilst also publicising awareness for men's health. We
know things are tight at this time of the year but if you can spare a few quid for
a good cause then Paul’s donation page and list of causes can all be found here
https://uk.movember.com/mospace/14479712?mc=40&fbclid=IwAR1uouplOMBF85W2EQUsaPyJdpxcqxYEa5uAjfzRcmy1PzR3NnnNkI4Zg&utm_medium=share&utm_source=dynamic&utm_campaign=fundraise-mobile
-------------------------------------------------On 9th October 2020 Don Hayter died at the age of 94. He was instrumental
in working out how the MGB should look and that car took MG into the
mainstream, which became the best-selling MG of all time. He began his
education at Abingdon School in Oxford,
won the Bennett Scholarship to Pembroke
College before taking an apprenticeship in
aircraft design at the Pressed Steel
Company in Cowley. Following the outbreak
of WW2, he worked on several aircraft
including the Avro Lancaster.
In peacetime that followed he had a hand in
creating body panels for cars ranging from
the Jaguar XK120 to the ZA series MG Magnette. He moved to Aston Martin
in 1954 where he contributed to the DB2/4 before returning to Oxford
ahead of the firm’s move from Feltham to Newport Pagnell. He became a
draughtsman at MG in the design & development department. The rest as
they say is history.
--------------------------------------------Did you know…………Morland & Co, in 1979, were asked to brew a commemorative
beer by MG to celebrate their 50th Anniversary in Abingdon. The name chosen
for this brew was ‘Old Speckled Hen’. This name came from a car that was moved
to Abingdon from their previous factory in Oxford. The vehicle was called the
“MG Featherlight Saloon” and was made from cellulosed fabric stretched over a
wooden frame coloured black and speckled with gold. This car had the nickname
“the owd speckled ‘un” and was used as the factory general run about. Cheers!
----------------------------------------------------

Lincolnshire historic racing car specialist and fabricator Hall & Hall are going
to be busy next year. The Vanwall group , which owns the rights to the
Vanwall motor racing team and its cars, has commissioned them to build six
new Formula One cars in honour of the six original Vanwall’s that won the
first F1 constructors Trophy in 1958 and these will be priced at £1.65m each.
Also, working from around 20,000 original blueprints and drawings, the y will
be building three P15
single seater BRM
V16 cars to full FIA
standards
and
therefore they will
be
eligible
for
historic racing. The
V16 engine is the one
engine we wish they
all sounded like but sadly the rules for which it was designed, and would
potentially have dominated after early reliability problems were ironed out,
were abandoned for the 1953 season. BRM was the country’s first Formula 1
team and as we know they are still in existence. These cars are being built to
celebrate its platinum anniversary.
-----------------------------------------------------Here are the car makes featured in last month’s fun photo quiz

Sorry about the yellow one, bet nobody got that!!
-------------------------------------------------------Included in this is issue is a postal entry form for our ‘2021 ‘Tony Matthews
Classic Tour’ and an on-line entry form should be available
on our website in the New Year. Finally, season’s greetings
to you all (a bit early I know) and I hope that 2021 turns
out a lot better than 2020 and do not forget to do exactly
what Boris tells you to do in the meantime
---------------------------------------classicowenmc@gmail.com

Thank you to Kevin Perks for the following article which I have truncated slightly, the
full edition should appear in REVS next year.
In 1987 I left the black country and headed East. Eventually setting up home
in Stretton on Dunsmore. I thought the shock of us arriving with rally cars,
trial cars, vans and trailers would upset the village. I soon found out that
one neighbour had built the first clay model of a Talbot Sunbeam while the
other worked for BL most of his life. I was rallying a Sunbeam at the time
and I became aware of two brothers, Eric and Bill Hines that both lived in Stretton on Dunsmore. While
Eric had garages in the area and lived in the village, Bill had a house further down the A45 called Deep
Meadow. In 1959 he repaired crashed cars in a shed by
his house. With a helper who was a sheet metal worker,
Bill decided to set up Dunsmore Traction, to build
special cars on the lines of the former great sports cars
of the past. He had already made himself a two-seater
Special, using the floor-pan and 2.3-litre engine of a
Vauxhall VX-4/90, cantilever back springs and a
fabricated body with wooden mudguard blades. The
independent front suspension was retained but, this
not quite being what Bill wanted, he built his Mk II
Special. The latter had a bog-standard Vauxhall Ventura
six-cylinder 3.3-litre engine, gearbox, and back axle—
the engine unit set well back in the special chassis. This chassis is made of 3”x 1½” rectangular boxsection members, reinforced by the body frame of 1”x ¾” x ½” box-section steel braces welded to the
chassis. The result was a handsome two-seater very much in the pre-war sporting idiom, but without
pretending to be a copy of any particular make.
The idea was that a Dunsmore could be supplied with any suitable engine choice, but clearly a biggish
in-line six-cylinder was the best arrangement. The Mk III was slightly bigger than the Mk II, in order to
take Jaguar-power, and had springs made specially for its chassis.
As for cost, a complete Dunsmore Special, trimmed and MOT’d, would come out at about
£7500, which takes into account the four year’s work laying down the Mk III. A chassis and body-frame,
less engine, was in the region of £2470, or about £3562 with the body sheeted. There would be a
saving if homebuilders supplied their own axles, steering-box, wheels, and so on. However, Bill insisted
on building the Body with a Boat tail rear. One exception to this is the car owned by Phil Douglass, also
a local garage owner. He was so sick of waiting for the car he eventually talked Bill into letting him
finish his own car and the only glass fibre part was the boot lid.
This was not just a kit car, most Dunsmore’s included specialist components such as Hartford friction
shock absorbers, and Blockley racing tyres to give them that period feel. There seems to be a
difference of opinion, but there are either 13, 14 or 15 cars made. It’s hard to track them down as they
do not sell very often and one is in USA.
Bill Hines’ ‘Dunsmore Specials’ have an enthusiastic following and hark back to a time when racing
cars could be cheaply built to individual specification. Hines was born into the motor business – his
father worked for the Riley race team – and he himself established a garage in the early sixties, then
moved to Dunsmore Heath near Coventry. Here he began constructing hand-crafted racing cars in the
vintage style and a series of ‘Dunsmore Specials’ were built for customers as a rolling chassis or a
completed vehicle.
This example dates from 1966 and is based on an early 420 Jaguar
Saloon, powered by a triple carburettor 4.2-litre unit to E-Type
specification. Finished in a dark red with cream leather trimmed
seats, the quality of the original build shows through, with clean
lines and well-fitting components.
We recently had a Dunsmore special on the Tony Matthews tour.
A rare beast and joyous to see. My plan is to investigate these
further by talking with friends and family.
Kevin Perks, now residing in Stretton on Dunsmore

REGULATIONS
Owen Motoring Club are pleased to offer you the Tony Matthews Classic Tour as
part of the HRCR, KGD AND MONIT series of scenic tours on Sunday 19th
September 2021. The tour has no competitive element and will be run under
Motorsport UK certificate of exemption (tba) for touring assemblies. The 110mile
route will be defined by a tulip road book and contained on o/s maps 118 and 119.
There will be code boards on route and a quiz sheet to keep crews amused.
We will use a venue in the Ashbourne area which will serve as a start and finish
location. Please advise on the entry form if you require trailer parking. There will
be morning and afternoon halts with tea / coffee and maybe some cake! The lunch
halt will be at Tittesworth Water ST13 8SW where you will be able to purchase
refreshment or consume your own. There will be breakfast refreshments at the
start and a hot meal at the finish.
The entry fee is £95 or £85 if you are a member of either HRCR or Owen
Motoring Club and includes the above refreshments, a tour plaque with cable ties,
colour road book and a tour memento.
The maximum number of entries is 60 and the minimum is 40. The organisers
reserve the right to cancel the event if the minimum number of entries is not
reached, The cost of any entry cancelled in writing before the Sunday 29th August
2021 will be refunded less an administration fee of £10 thereafter refunds will
be at the organisers discretion.
Please complete the Entry and Indemnity Forms. Entries are open from 1 st
November 2020 and will close when full or Sunday 12th September 2021
Organisers
Entries Secretary : Clare Jennings 07837 212015 clarejennings22@outlook.com
General enquires: Roger Tristram 07798 751125 rtristram@blueyonder.co.uk
Road Book: Melvyn Cox

NITY

INDEMNITY
I declare that to the best of my belief the driver(s) possess (es) the standard of competence
necessary for a tour of the type to which this entry relates and that the vehicle entered is
suitable and roadworthy for the tour.
The event will be held under a certificate of exemption for Touring Assemblies issued by
Motorsport UK, these regulations and any written instructions that the organisers may issue
for the event. The event has no competitive element and does not require an MSUK Event
Permit. A competition licence is not required.
I declare that the use of the vehicle hereby entered is covered by insurance as required by
the law which is valid for such part of this tour as shall take place on roads as defined by the
law. I declare that I am physically and mentally fit and competent to take part in the tour.
In consideration of the acceptance of this entry I agree that neither any one of or any
combination of the MSUK and its associated clubs, the organisers, the promoters and their
respective officers, servants, representatives and agents (the “Parties”) shall have any liability
for loss or damage which may be sustained or incurred by me as a result of participation in
this tour. Nothing in this clause is intended to or shall be deemed to exclude or limit liability
for death or personal injury. To the fullest extent permitted by law I agree to indemnify and
hold harmless each of the Parties in respect of any loss or damage whatsoever and howsoever
arising from my participation in this tour.
I have read the above and declare that the information given on the entry form is correct.
Signature of driver …………………………………..…………………………

Date …………………………..

Any indemnity and/or declaration which is signed by a person who has not reached his or her
18th Birthday shall be countersigned by that person’s parent or guardian whose full name &
address shall be given below.
I declare that this entry is made with my consent.
Signature

If under 18 Name & Address

Driver
Navigator
Passengers

Please state below the full Name & Telephone number of a relative or friend to be
contacted in the case of an emergency.
For Driver

For Navigator

Name

Name

Tel No.

Tel No.
For Passenger 1

For Passenger 2

Name

Name

Tel No.

Tel No.

Under the GDPA act I have no objection to the above details being retained by Owen
Motoring Club Ltd (please tick the box)

