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Polish it THEN use it //

(August/September 2021 - Issue No. 80 & 81)

Due to the fact I was late sending out last month's newsletter it has thrown me
out somewhat, so I have now combined Aug & Sept to get back on track. After
months of nothing happening and me struggling to find something to report on,
the last two months have been busy just like the old days! We have done three
shows in four weeks which must be something of a record and all had good
weather. The 'Tony Matthews Classic Tour' had a good entry with some interesting

places to visit. I hope those of you that entered

enjoyed the day and the lovely scenery. If anyone ST N
wants to submit a small article on how it went, I can e HM[YBARHEGISIE“
include it in next months newsletter and don't forget | | == | HAGRIVIEER

Anton is always looking for articles for our quarterly "TONY MATTHEWS CLASSIC TOUR

club magazine REVS.

displayed it on the
Midget & Sprite
Club stand on the
infield. A good day

S : that was made
better by initially travelling in convoy with other local club members and then
Elaine driving a lap of the circuit at The end of the day before heading back home.
The person leading the convoy in
the morning took us a lovely route
using 'B' roads through very
picturesque villages and missing out
on the long jams on the ‘A’ roads as
you got near to the circuit. If
anyone wants a copy of this route,
then T'll gladly pass it onto them as
I will use it again next time.




As I promised last month details of my latest purchase. As some of you now
know I've bought a one owner 1965 Triumph Herald with a genuine 21,000 miles
Y= on the clock! It belonged to club member Nick Pollitt's late
? Grandmother who owned it from new and then was stored
5 1 a5/7 in his brother's barn for over 20 years after she passed
away.
She was the only
person ever to drive it
apart from Nick who borrowed it once to go
for a job interview. The rear seat has never
been sat onand it never went out in the rain, &
if she did get it wet then it wouldn't go back |
in the garage until it was completely dry and
then was covered over with blankets.

This car was just too good to miss as I
learnt to drive and passed my test (2" time) . —
in a Herald so I'm looking forward to rekindling some
fond memories of my youth hopefully next year. My
Brother-in-Law Bob is going to re-commission it for
_ me at his garage 'Apex Automotive' at Sedgley when
he can fit me in. Until then I have now moved it from
Nick's brothers barn to another barn not far from me
| where it will remain until Bob is ready for it.

The Historic Rally Festival finally
went ahead at Weston Park on the
22n °f August. A small group of
club members helped layout the
stages on the Saturday and then
Roger Tristram arranged for us to display our classics
»  (with a competition theme) on the Sunday which
g meant a bit of an early start to the day which started

@ damp but brightened up around lunchtime and as usual
our cars got a lot of attention. My personal favourite
was this rally car and service barge recreation, the
attention to detail was incredible and the Transit was
found in Scotland and didn't require very much
E restoration before painting and converting into a
lovely campervan.

’ Thanks, Roger, for organising a superb array of Owen
cars and for completing all the dreaded paperwork!



Himley Hall was the setting for our next show on
Sunday 5™ September. We had another good
turn out of cars including the Mini pick-up of Paul
Moran which is very rarely seen being driven on
the road! An unexpected car on our stand was the
Commer van which created a lot of attention .
looked perfect next to my Imp, somebody commented that it was my personal
r'ally service vehlcleI AlTogeTher‘ another great day at this lovely location, with
' 5 = By lofs of inferest shown in our club and the
W varied car collection that we had on display.
. Thank you to everyone who brought along
| their cars and made it such an enjoyable
first classic car show of 2021, let's hope we
can have more in 2022!

The following Saturday we
were at Lichfield's 'Cars in €3
the Park’, this time the
excellent varied Owen
collection of cars was
organised by Derrick.

~ Saturday here seems a much nicer and more
laid-back day rather than the hectic noisy
Sunday, I think. Howard Cottrell brought
along his latest purchase which is 'Dotty’ a
lovely blue Austin Seven Special. This is no
| ordinary Seven though, it has been
extensively modified including hydraulic
brakes and a four-speed synchromesh
gearbox!

With E10 now introduced to our forecourts I've enclosed another press snippet
at the end that was sent to me about it. From what I've seen, Shell & BP are
continuing to supply E5 at most of their filling stations. On the Esso website they
state that their Synergy Supreme® 99 petrol has more cleaning power than their
regular petrol and although the pumps have E5 labels on them, Synergy
Supreme” 99 is actually ethanol free (except, due to technical supply reasons, in
Devon, Cornwall, North Wales, North England and Scotland). Legislation requires
them to place these E5 labels on pumps that dispense unleaded petrol with 'up to
5% ethanol’, including those that contain no ethanol.

classicowenmc@gmail.com
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Fellow club member Henry Adams sent me the following.....

Important Information
PLEASE READ

E10 fuel arriving in the UK

From 1 September 2021, regular 85 octane unieaded petrol in
the UK can contain up lo 10% ethanol and will be labelled E10,
replacing the current ES 95 octane unleaded that can contain up
to 5% ethanol

Taken From the FBHVC website
(hitps:ffwww.fbhve.co.uk/iusls)
Ethanol and aftermarket fuel additives

There are three key argas of concern with Ethanol compatibility
with historic and classic vehicle fuel systems:

1. Comrosion of metal components

2. Elastomer compatibility - swelling, shrinking and
cracking of elastomers (seals and flexible pipes) and
other unsuitable gasket materials

3. Airfiuel ratio enleanment
Corrosion of metal components

Ethanol has increased acidity, conductivity and inorganic chloride
content when compared o conventional petrol which can cause
corrosion and Earnishing of metal components under certain
condilions. These characteristics are controlled in the ethanal
used to blend E5 and E10 European and UK petral by the ethanol
fuel specification BS EN15378 in order to help limit corrosion.

Corrosion inhibitor addilives can be very effective in controlling
ethano! derived corrosion and are recommended to be added
to ethanol in the BS EN15376 standard. It is not clear if comosion
inhibitors are universally added fo ethanol for E5 and E10 blending
80 as an additional precaution it is recommended that aftermarket
carrosion inhibitor additives are added to E5 and E10 petrol,

These aftermarket ethanol corrosion inhibitor additives often
called ethanol compatibillty additives are usually combined with &
metallic valve recession additive (VSR) and sometimes an octane
booster and have been found to pravide good protection against
metal corrosion in hisloric and classic vehicle fuel systems.

Elastomer compatibility

As the ethanol molecule is smalier and more polar than
conventional petrol components, there is-a lower energy barrier
for ethanal to diffuse into elastomer materials. When exposed
to petrolfethanol blends these materials will swell and soften,
resulting in & weakening of the elastomer structure. On drying out
they can shrink and crack resulting in iuel leaks.

Some aftermarket ethanol compatibility additives claim complete
protection for operating historic and classic vehicles on E10 pefrol.
The FBHVC is nol aware of, or has tested any additives that claim
complete fuel system proteclion with respect to elastomer and
gasket materials for use with E10 petrol. The FBHVC therefore
recommends that elastomer and gasket malerials are replaced
with ethanol compatible materials before operation on E10 petrol,

Air/fuel ratio enleanment

Ethanol contains approximately 35% oxygen by weight and will
therefore result in fuel mixture enleanment when blended info
petrol. Petrol containing 10% ethano! for example, would result in
a mixture-lsaning effect equivalent to approximately 2.8%, which
may be felt as a power loss, driveability issuss (hesitations, flat
spots, stalling), but also could contribute to slightly holter running.
Adjusting mixture strength (enrichment) to counter this problem
is advised to maintain performance, driveability and protect the
engine from overheating and knock at high loads.

Modern 3-way catalyst equipped vehicles do not require mixture
adjustment to operate on E10 petrol because they are equipped
with oxygen (lambda) sensors that detect lean operalion and
the engine management system aulomatically corrects the fusl
mixture for optimurn catalyst and vehicle operation.

Operating classic and historic vehicles on E10 petrol

If you should decide to make the necessary vehicle fuel system
modifications together with the addition of an aftermarket
additive to operate your classic or historic vehicle on E10 petrol.
The FBHVC strongly recommends that you regularly check the
condition of the vehicle fuel system for elastomer and gasket
material deterioration and metalic components such as fusl
tanks, fuel lines and carburettors for corrosion. Some plastic
compenents such as carburetior floats and fuel filler housings
may be become discoloured over time. Plastic carburettor float
buoyancy can also be affected by ethanol and carburettors
should be checked to ensure that float levels are not adversely
affected causing floading and fuel leaks.

Ethanol is a good solvent and can remove historic fuel system
deposits from fuel tanks and lines and it is advisable to check
fuel filters regularly after the swilch to E10 petrol as they may
become blocked or restricted. If your vehicle is to be laid up
for an extended period of time, it is recommended that the E10
petrol be replaced with ethanal free petrot which is available from
some fuel suppliers. Do not leave fuel systems dry, as this can
result corrosion and the shrinking and cracking of elastomers and
gaskets as they dry out.




