(October 2021 - Issue No. 82)
October has been a quiet month once again in the Classic Car section with the
main news being our annual AGM and that I have elected to stand for another
year looking after this section. Included in this month’s newsletter is a full-page
advert for the NEC Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show with Discovery
containing our club discount code. This club code gives members a £4 discount on
adult tickets for Friday, Saturday and Sunday when booked before midnight on
Thursday 11th November 2021 at www.necclassicmotorshow.com Also in this
newsletter is an excellent report on our Tony Matthews Classic Tour by Paul
Nelson (who is a member of HRCR) and some excellent photo’s once again supplied
by David Yorke.
--------------------------------------------------

Classic Car Weekly are starting a new weekly feature
called ‘I Bought One’ and they want readers to get in touch
if they have bought a classic car during the last six
months.
Nice to see OMC member Howard Cottrell getting in early
on page 47 with his lovely Austin Seven that was on our
club stand at Himley Hall recently.
All CCW require is an email containing a picture of the car,
brief details of the purchase and your contact details.
Think I might try and get my Triumph Herald published
now.
------------------------------------------------The organisers have confirmed that the Le-Mans classic will return next summer,
it has now been four years since it was last held. The 2022 event will be held on
June 30th till 3rd July and will host more than 600 classic racing cars on the track
and over 8500 classic cars on display in dedicated areas around the track.
---------------------------------------------

Has anybody got or know where I can get some cheap or second-hand 50cm sq.
blue carpet tiles from, for use on our club stand at the NEC this year? I require
a minimum of 24 blue tiles for under our gazebo or ideally an equal mix of blue
and yellow tiles. If I’m lucky enough to be offered more than 24 tiles, then that
would be better still then we can look really posh with a walkway to the gazebo!
-------------------------------------OMC member Melvyn Cox (White Scimitar owner) sent me details of a regular
meeting in the Worcester area (WR3 8ZE) which is not far from junction 6 on
the M5 for anyone who lives or fancies a drive that way. This is taken from their
website www.wheelsonwednesday.co.uk
“Wheels on Wednesday has been the passion of an enthusiastic motoring
professional who had been thinking about a midweek ‘wheels’ meeting for several
years. Spetchley was the first location being easily accessible for several
surrounding counties and in a beautiful parkland setting. In 2020 a late and wet
Spring caused WoW to look at a temporary venue for its first meeting of the
year, due to the Spetchley parkland being waterlogged, and Sixways Stadium
offered their hardstanding car park. This has now progressed to WoW creating
a Winter breakfast event at the stadium for the months of October through to
April starting in October 2021”.
The last scheduled meeting of 2021 is on Sunday 14th November with meetings
due to resume in January 2022. Tickets can be purchased from the website at
£4 per car or cash on the gate at £5 per car providing they haven’t already sold
out.
---------------------------------------------

Owen Christmas Party
Owen MC will be holding their annual Christmas Party on Wednesday 15th
December at 8.00pm. Buffet is provided @ £10 per ticket (members can have 2
at this price) and £15 per ticket for non-members or guests.
Owen Annual Awards Presentation Dinner
The Annual Awards Dinner will take place on Saturday 26th February 2022. We
will be presenting awards nominated by the committee and for the club
championships. A three-course meal is included within the evening. £20 per
ticket.
Both events will be held at Great Barr Golf Club, 75 Chapel Lane, Walsall,
Birmingham B43 7BA. Bookings and tickets are available from Clare Jennings.
Email: clarejennings22@outlook.com
Text/WhatsApp: 07837212015
-------------------------------------------------

Once again thank you to David Yorke for sending me these lovely images from our
recent ‘Tony Matthews Classic Tour’. Due to space limitations, I have had to
reduce the sizes but I’m sure that if send a nice friendly email to David on
yorkesport@btinternet.com he will gladly email you a high-resolution copy.
-----------------------------------------------------As well as going out to 200 classic car enthusiasts
every month my newsletter is also available on the club
website, and it must have been from there that a
classic car restoration company in Switzerland
www.classiccarconnection.ch e-mailed me recently.
They are currently restoring the ex-Duke of
Edinburgh’s Ogle Triplex Scimitar GTS and wanted
more details and high-resolution photos of the car,
which were taken by John Littley many years ago, when
he was delivering to Triplex, and appeared in the April 2021 newsletter.
If anyone else has any photos of this car then please get in touch.
Nice to see that my newsletters are now being read outside the UK!
-----------------------------------------------classicowenmc@gmail.com

Probably our last and arguably most memorable HRCR tour of 2021 - The Tony
Matthews Classic Car Tour, Sunday 19 September 2021.
An early Sunday morning start for us as we left home at daybreak to arrive at the start
venue in Ambergate, just south of Matlock, shortly before 8am. The meeting point was
the Great British Car Journey museum, who were excellent hosts. With plenty of
parking at the start, breakfast rolls along with teas and coffees were included in the
entry fee. The museum had some fine examples of British built cars providing both
nostalgic reflection and spotless facilities to make good use of before our start time.
The 120 mile route was superb, split into 4 sections and taking in 3 stops on the way.
Morning coffee and biscuits were provided at the superbly restored Kingsley and
Froghall station on the Churnet Valley Steam Railway. Lunch was a 'bring your own
picnic' at the perfectly situated Tittesworth Reservoir. Pay & display parking was ‘all
inclusive’, with a café and visitor centre at our disposal if required. Afternoon tea and
cakes were enjoyed at the Pavilion Gardens in Buxton, with a dedicated parking area
on the promenade, alongside the beautiful Victorian glasshouses. The day was
rounded off with a light hot dinner and hot drinks back at the GBCJ museum.
As for the drive - the early morning heavy downpours soon cleared, and the blue skies
brought out the best that the Peak District has to offer. The roads were excellent, tight
twisty and challenging, with breath taking views around every corner. The roadbook
was clear and well presented, timecards were used in an attempt at spacing cars apart
and the leg distances seemed spot on. Owen Motoring Club secured some amazing
stop off venues and the folk in Derbyshire seemed to welcome the motorcade more
than most, with many waving or giving us the thumbs up when we drove past. The day
was faultless, aside from an unplanned re-route at Goyt valley - when a locked gate
advised that the road, I've used on many a night road rally, was in fact closed on
Sundays and Bank Holidays from May - September. The organisers were short on
numbers and would have probably benefitted from having a course opener car? Alison
delivered an excellent performance in the passenger seat and gained confidence in
managing both the trip and driver!
All in all, it was a great tour, super roads, excellent rest halts and with the added bonus
of clear blue skies.
Definitely worth the early start and the trek up the M1 - roll on next year!
Paul Nelson

