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I’ve just heard that parts of England had the driest 

summer since records began in 1836 and yet we still 

complain, me included! The Commonwealth games in 

Birmingham have been so lucky with the weather so far 

and good to see Nick Pollitt taking part in the ‘Union 

Jack Flag’ opening ceremony in his 1955 TR3 having had 

seven rehearsals during the preceding weeks.  

The photo on the right was one taken during one of the 

rehearsals, and he wasn’t allowed to release it before 

the event for obvious reasons. I spoke to him the day 

before the opening ceremony, whilst getting my trailer 

out of storage, and he told he was more nervous than if he was doing a rally!  

Every driver had headsets and 

their precision moves were co-

ordinated by auto-tester and 

stunt driver Paul Swift. A total 

of 72 cars from across five 

decades formed a live tribute to 

Birmingham's incredible motor 

industry history which was in 

front of 35,000 people & millions 

more on the TV.  

 

----------------------------------------------- 

As mentioned last month we are back at ‘New Hall Mill’ for their open day on Bank 

Holiday Monday 29th August.   

We now have 14 cars booked in so it should be a great day out and so glad to be 

back at this lovely venue. Cars booked in are Me & Elaine (Imp & Sprite), Trevor 

(Hillman Minx), John L (MGB), David L (MGTF), Eric H (BL Mini), Rob H (Fiesta), 

Derrick W (Cortina), Pete H (Escort) and Pete S (Tiger-maybe), Anton (Wolseley 

Hornet), Ian Hazel (????), Dean F (MGB) and Melvyn C (Reliant Scimitar). 

I’ll be e-mailing these entrants closer to the date with an arrival time which will 

have to be adhered to, as we are in the main display area where there will be lots 

of visitors and obviously the organisers don’t want cars arriving late amongst 

them. 

                            --------------------------------------------- 



I have only four places left for the CLASSIC & RETRO SHOW at HIMLEY HALL 

on Sunday September 4th. Exhibitor entry is 

from 8am to 10am only - no entry to show 

field for exhibitors arriving after 10am and 

exhibitors must be in position between the 

hours of 10am and 4pm on the day of the 

event. So, if you are interested in going then 

please let me know asap. As usual I will be e-

mailing out the passes the week before this 

event. 

Cars booked in are Me & Elaine (Imp & 

Sprite), Trevor (Hillman Minx), David L (MGTF), Eric H (BL Mini), Rob H (Fiesta), 

Pete H (Escort), Pete S (Tiger?), Phil S (MGB), Roger F (Vitesse), Paul M 

(Mini/Ferrari), John W (Austin Cambridge), Luke P (VW) and P Vass (Rover?). 

------------------------------------------- 

 

Myself & Elaine (Imp & Sprite), John & Di (MGB), and Roger & Sue (Vitesse), 

Anton (Wolseley Hornet), Trevor (Hillman Hunter) and neighbours Mike & Jenny 

(MX5) are all booked into ‘Statfold’s Rail and Ale Festival’ for Saturday 10th 

September. This narrow-gauge steam railway and museum is located on the Ashby 

Rd, Tamworth, B79 0BU and is their largest event of the year which promises to 

be one of the most spectacular. A suitable meeting place will be found closer to 

the date. 

------------------------------------------- 

 

A police investigation is underway after two cherished 

classics were stolen and then allegedly used in a banger race 

last weekend. This is getting a lot of 

people hot under the collar, with the 

usual speculation and accusations. 

Nevertheless, a huge majority of 

those in the sport are committed 

classic enthusiasts too, helping to 

keep classics on the road by 

extracting usable parts from terminally rotten cars, and 

join the majority in the condemnation of this criminal 

activity. 

Sympathies must go out to the devastated 

owners of these lovely classic cars and 

Hampshire Police now have possession of 

the cars, and we all await the results of 

their investigation. 

 

 

--------------------------------------------- 



There is another Classic Cars & Coffee local event at 

Brownhills Methodist Church on Saturday 20th August.  

This is a very popular event and if you fancy going then 

click the link below to book your car in so it will give 

the organisers an idea of how many cars to expect. 

The Church is in Silver Street, Brownhills, WS8 6ER 

and all vehicles must be in position by 9.45 ready for a 

10.00am start.  

There is a £5 donation per vehicle on the day which will 

go towards their Church Refurbishment Project. 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/BrownhillsMethodistChurch/ClassicCarsCoffeeS

aturday20thAugust 

----------------------------------------------- 

 

I went to another new (to me) classic car gathering on 

Tuesday at one of Northwest Leicestershire’s hidden 

gems 'The Moira Furnace Museum and Country Park' I 

know one or two of you have visited here before, so 

you’ll know what a massively popular event this is. A 

picturesque setting with loads of space for cars and 

bikes, good food stalls and a lovely atmosphere. It 

is held on the second Tuesday of every month till 

September. Hoping to go along to the final show 

next month for this year and then make a note to 

visit there more in 2023. 

More details on the place can be found here 

https://www.moirafurnace.org/ 

--------------------------------------------------- 

I am planning a leisurely ‘B’ road drive on Sunday 23rd 

October starting from Byrkley Park Garden Centre, 

Rangemore, DE13 9RN and finishing at ‘The Great British 

Car Journey’. There will be no event entry fee, no narrow 

yellow or white roads, no cattlegrids and hopefully 95% 

of it will be on nice ‘B’ roads. I’m looking for about a 

dozen cars that will give us between 20-30 people so 

that we can get the reduced entry fee of £12 each. The plan is to arrive there 

between 12 & 1pm so that it will leave us the afternoon to enjoy the exhibits. 

General manager Ian Gardecki says, “The tour can take anywhere between 1 ½ 

hours for the audio tour or 3 to 4 hours if you scan the QR codes with the device 

to find out all the information on all the cars”. Food will be available at the start 

and finish for you to purchase. Interested people so far (before I confirmed the 

date) are Roger T, Richard Hammond, Chris Hetherington, Dave Greenwood and 

Ian Hazel. I’m hoping this date is still suitable for them and please drop me an 

email if you are interested and if I get the numbers, I’ll start planning. 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/BrownhillsMethodistChurch/ClassicCarsCoffeeSaturday20thAugust
https://www.cognitoforms.com/BrownhillsMethodistChurch/ClassicCarsCoffeeSaturday20thAugust
https://www.moirafurnace.org/


 

 

 

 

A huge well done to the organisers of our annual HRCR ‘Tony Matthews Classic 

Tour’ which attracted a good entry on a hot Sunday in July. It would seem from 

all the e-mails and social media comments that everybody enjoyed Bob’s route and 

Melvyn’s excellent informative road book. A big thank you also from the 

organisers to all the marshals who stood out in the heat for long periods to make 

sure our event ran smoothly. ‘The Great British Car Journey’ provided an excellent 

start/finish location and I hear that Bob has already pencilled in a route for 2023!  

Roger T is now stepping back from this tour to help more with our AGBO rally, so 

Bob is taking the reins. I’m also planning to be less involved so if anyone wants to 

assist Bob and Melvyn with next year’s tour then please get in touch as I’m sure 

they will be very grateful of any help you can provide.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

2022 Preliminary OMC/Classic Calendar  

(Red denotes events we have or are hoping to have a club stand at) 

 

AUGUST 

13th     Curborough Breakfast Meet 

20th    Brownhills Methodist Church  

           (Classic Cars & Coffee)  

29th    New Hall Mill Classic Cars 

SEPTEMBER 

4th        Middleton Hall Classics 

4th        Himley Hall Show 

10th      Curborough Breakfast Meet 

10/11th  Statfold Rail & Ale Festival 

13th       Moira Furnace Classic Cars 

OCTOBER 

2nd       Middleton Hall Classics 

8th        Curborough Breakfast Meet 

16th       Rally Festival – Weston Park 

23rd      ‘B’ Road Leisure Drive 

NOVEMBER 

11/12/13th  NEC Lancaster Insurance    

             with Discovery Classic Show 
                                                                                                                         

 classicowenmc@gmail.com    
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