
 

(September 2022 - Issue No. 93) 

I’ll start this month with a warning and a lucky escape for our friend Trevor. The 

warning is to check your fuel pipes and please replace them if they are old, look 

worn or are not up to the current regulations for E10 fuel and carry a decent fire 

extinguisher! The drama unfolded after a good day at the Statfold Railway on 

10th September, Trevor in his lovely Hillman Minx was making his way around the 

car park towards the main exit road when suddenly the engine cut-out and a fire 

started under the bonnet. It wasn’t long before flames were licking around the 

bonnet and, luckily for Trev, this happened near the organisers hut where there 

were large extinguishers and people on hand to help put it out once poor Trev 

finally got the bonnet opened.   

With the fire finally extinguished his 

Hillman (shown here back in 2018 on 

our club stand at the NEC alongside 

Simon Whittick’s MGB GT) was then 

pushed to the far end of the car park 

to await the arrival of the RAC and on 

closer inspection afterwards it 

seemed like it still had the original rubber and over braided fuel pipe leading to 

and from the fuel pump. This old brittle pipe had split and sprayed neat petrol 

onto the plug leads and distributor thus causing a spark and the resultant fire. 

The under-bonnet damage looks worse than it is and should be easily repairable, 

once he has found a garage to carry it out, with the main body damage being 

blistered paint on the bonnet. A friend of mine is looking into why there was an 

extremely long wait before the RAC turned up and the official word from him is 

that “If anything like this happens then your first call should be to your insurer 

as none of the service providers (RAC/AA etc) would attend under normal 

membership as it is not classed as a mechanical breakdown. The service providers 

would then take instructions from the Insurance 

company (who normally have fire cover) and would 

then either allow us (the RAC in this case) to recover 

and take the car to a secure location (they don't 

normally drop fire related vehicles on a front drive) 

or they arrange their own recovery”. 

So let this be a lesson to us all because if this had happened further down the 

road then poor Trev could have lost his pride & joy forever. 

-------------------------------------------------- 



Now on a slightly lighter note, 

someone had posted the dark 

blue comment on social media 

the other day and then in the 

comments the light blue one was 

posted later………….makes you 

think! 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

 

August Bank Holiday Monday 

brought us the best event of 

2022 with a magnificent 

display of cars at New Hall 

Mill in Walmley, thank you to Trevor for organising it.  

We were situated in the main display area so that meant arriving before the 

general public which I’m pleased to say you all did. Again, 

there was lots of interest shown in the cars and the club 

on this their penultimate 

open day of 2022.  

I’m pleased to say we will 

be back there in 2023 with more of the same.  

Thank you also to the Midget & Sprite Club who 

brought along three fine examples to enhance 

our display. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 

The final outdoor show for this year was at Himley 

Hall on the 4th September with another good turnout 

of cars and Robin’s replica Lancia Stratos proving to 

be of great interest and winning himself an award 

for it. The promise of bad weather did put one or 

two people off from bringing their concourse cars 

along which is understandable but, in the end, we 

only had a couple of short sharp downpours in the afternoon where we huddled 

together under the old faithful gazebo! 

One of the more unusual award-winning classic 

exhibits to be driven there was a ‘Flat Front 

Morrison Milk Float’ complete with Humphrey 

stickers. This would have a range of about 30-40 

miles, depending 

upon battery age, 

with a top speed of 15mph max. This data supplied 

by a certain Barri Wilmot, and he should know! 

 

------------------------------------------------------- 

 



The Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust were due to have their bi-

annual Huddlesford gathering of Historic 

Boats, Classic Cars etc. on the 24/25th 

September 2022. This great weekend is 

one of the highlights of the year on their 

busy events calendar and raises lots of 

money for this worthwhile trust but 

unfortunately, I presume due to ongoing 

HS2 work in the area, it has been 

postponed for another year. Fingers crossed it will go ahead in 2023 and hopefully 

we will have an OMC stand there, watch this space.  

 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 

We have again been asked to organise a display of competition cars at the Historic 

Rally Festival at Weston Park on 

Sunday 16th October, so if you 

have a suitable car and would like 

to display it and gain free 

admission into this event then 

contact Roger Tristram or myself  

ASAP. 

 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 

I’m still hoping to organise a leisurely OMC Club drive out 

via ‘B’ Roads to the ‘Great British Car Journey’ on Sunday 

23rd October as enough people have now contacted me 

to gain us the required discounted admission to this 

great museum. I shall be e-mailing out details to the 

interested parties soon with all the details and thanks 

for your interest. 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 

2022 Preliminary OMC/Classic Calendar  

(Red denotes events we have or are hoping to have a club stand at) 

 

OCTOBER 

8th        Curborough Breakfast Meet 

16th       Rally Festival – Weston Park 

23rd      ‘B’ Road Leisure Drive 

NOVEMBER 

11/12/13th  NEC Lancaster Insurance    

             with Discovery Classic Show 
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